The “Tyranny” of Christendom

What of the charge that Christendom stands for tyranny by “absolute” monarchs in
league with tyrannical popes? The charge is sustainable only upon a complete
ignorance of European history and what the modern state system has wrought in
terms of death, destruction and governmental impositions on the ordinary citizen.
If anything, the monarchies of Christendom were characterized by a radical decen-
tralization of political power in comparison with the massive centralized govern-
ments of the modern nation-states. They exhibited what the Catholic Church calls
“the principle of subsidiary function” or subsidiarity, which assigns governmental
functions in an organic manner to the lowest appropriate levels of society.4
In his Democracy: The God That Failed (whose very title suggested the title of

this book), even the radical “anarcho-libertarian” scholar Hans-Hermann Hoppe
concedes that the monarchs of former Christendom, bound by a complex web of
ancient customary limits on their powers, were far more respectful of legitimate
local and personal autonomies than present-day “representative” governments.
After referring to the traditional limitations on monarchical power in Catholic
Europe and the limited nature of the wars in which monarchs were involved, as
opposed to the “total wars” waged in the name of Liberty, Hoppe observes that
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with the rise of universal Western democracy on the ruins of monarchy after Wog4
War 1, as demanded by Woodrow Wilson, “private government ownership [mona.
chy] was completely replaced by public government ownership.” With that deve|.
opment, “government growth, and an attending process of decivilization shoylg
have been expected to take off.”>

In other words, the rise of “government by the people” coincided with the
decline of the West. With the fall of monarchy, nothing stood in the way of the pro.
cess by which the “democratic republicanism” that had replaced kings “produced
communism . . . fascism, national socialism and, lastly and most enduringly, social
democracy.”® Curiously enough, it was Wilson himself—hammer of the House of
Hapsburg—who exposed the myth of the “tyranny” of Catholic Christendom dur-
ing a 1909 address republished shortly after his death:

Did you ever think how the world managed politically to get through the
middle ages? It got through them without breakdown because it had the
Roman Catholic Church to draw upon for native gifts, and by no other means
that I can see. If you will look at the politics of the middle ages you will see
that states depended for their guidance upon great ecclesiastics, and they
depended upon them because the community itself was in strata, was in
classes, and the Roman Catholic Church was a great democracy. Any peasant
could become a priest, and any priest a chancellor.”

The limited powers of Catholic monarchs in comparison with the modemn
nation-state reflect precisely the Christian principle ignorantly denounced as a
fount of tyranny when it is actually the greatest of all safeguards against it: the
revealed truth, as seen in the teaching of Saint Paul, that “there is no power but from
God . .. and therefore he that resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.”®
Or as Christ Himself declared to Pilate: “Thou shouldst not have any power against
me, unless it were given thee from above.” The ruler is not merely a human author-
ity, but literally a minister of God accountable to Him as such: “The mighty shall be
mightily tormented.”!? This truth is not to be confused with the Protestant error of
the divine right (direct divine appointment) of kings. From the divine origin of ll
political authority follows the divine limitation upon its exercise. The ruler, be hea
king or a democratically elected official, may not transgress God’s law and is right-
fully resisted whenever he does: “We ought to obey God rather than men”!! Hence
Saint Augustine’s classic formula: lex iniusta non est lex (unjust law is not law).

On the other hand, Augustine, in line with the entire political tradition of Chris-
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“Religious Violence”

Finally, we address here—in the passing manner it merits—the master myth of the
liberal meta-narrative: that religion was the cause of endless wars and suffering
before the Enlightenment brought an end to religious strife by dispelling ignorance
and bigotry and inspiring the revolutions, including the American, that produced
peaceful democratic and pluralistic societies. The myth depends upon blindness to
the historical reality that the bloodiest wars in Western history, the unprecedented
genocides, “democides”?0 and “politicides”?! that came after 1789, followed by the
rise of the worldwide “military-industrial complex”—a perpetual war machine in
perpetual preparation for war—were all the work of states opposed in principle to
the very idea of Christendom.

To address a facile objection, the difference is not merely one of advances in the
technology of killing, but rather a change in the very nature of war. As the distin-
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guished historian R.R. Palmer observes, before the French Revolution—thy i
throughout the fourteen centuries of Christendom—wars had been “clagp,
between governments or ruling families, fought by relatively small armies of Pro-
fessional soldiers. Many people suffered, but the people as such was not vitally cop,
cerned. When governments became the people’s governments, their wars becap,
the people’s wars, and their armies the armies of the nation.”?2 And so it has bee
since the Age of Liberty began. The rise of mass democracy introduced the concept
of “the nation at war,” with men, women and children all playing their roles in “the
war effort.” Compulsory military conscription, “a kind of blood tax by all moden
states, signifies the loss of freedom enjoyed by ancient societies,” resulting from “the
growing power of a state in the process of becoming a leviathan. . . ">

In particular, but without limitation, we note the following immense slaughters
involving conscripted national armies that would have been unthinkable during
the Christian centuries, beginning with the hitherto unprecedented levée en masse
(mass conscription) by the Jacobin regime:

* The French revolutionary wars following the 1789 uprising inspired by the
American example: 2 million dead.

» The genocide of Catholics in the Vendée by the Jacobin regime: 300,000
dead.

* The Napoleonic wars following the fall of the Jacobin and Thermidorian
regimes: 3 million dead.

* The Civil War in America, during which one-half of the nation laid waste to
the other half: 600,000 dead.

» World War 1, the second bloodiest war in Western history, fought to make
Europe “safe for democracy,” whose direct consequences were the rise of the
madman Hitler in a Germany starved, humiliated, and dismembered at Ver-

sailles, World War 11, and the rise of Soviet and world communism: 16 million
dead.

* The Allied starvation blockade of Germany during and after World War I,
whose express aim included starving the German population into submitting
to the disastrous terms at Versailles: 700,000 dead.

* The genocide of Armenians by the atheist Young Turk regime from 1915~

1917—complete with death camps, mass poisoning and gassing— following
the “democratic revolution” of 1908: 2 million dead.25
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« The Russian Civil War (1917—23) between the Red Army and the anti-Bolshe-
vik White Army, assisted by the Allied Forces: 4 million dead, including civil-
ians, from battlefield casualties, disease and starvation.

« The Bolshevik democides perpetrated by Trotsky and Lenin, who had been
smuggled from Switzerland into Russia by the German high command dur-
ing World War I in a successful bid to destabilize the Entente Powers and pro-
voke Russia’s withdrawal from World War I: 7 million dead, including the
murdered Czar, his wife and five children.26

» World War II: the bloodiest war in Western history, causing incalculable
losses to Western civilization, including the turnover of eastern Europe to Sta-
lin, presented with a Crusader’s sword?’ at Teheran by Winston Churchill in a
grotesque parody of the Crusades: 70 million dead.

* The genocides by the Nazi regime: 20 million dead, including 6 million Jews.

* The carpet-bombing of Dresden and Tokyo and the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, all in 1945: at least 500,000 dead combined.?3

« The ethnic cleansing of Germans in the eastern provinces of Germany, deliv-
ered into the hands of Stalin by moving the Polish border westward at Yalta
with the agreement of Churchill and FDR: 2 million dead in an orgy of “mass
murder, rape and looting.”%*

« All of the democides, genocides and politicides by Stalin, the monster the

this genocide of Christians, the Young Turks were “practically all atheists,” who dreamed the secular
dream of “a new Turkey that would unite all enemies into one great nation . .. unweakened by rebel-
lious minorities,” and who “only used Islam to incite the Moslem masses against Turkey’s Armenians.”
Rummel, Death by Government, 226.
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“were shocked 1o find many of {the patients} dead, their bodies swollen and their skin peeled off as if they
were pverripe peaches.” Paul Glynn, A Song for Nagusaki (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1988), 19—20.
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Allies needed to defeat the monster born at Versailles, and to whom they
handed over eastern Europe at Teheran® and Yalta in the name of Liberty: at
least 56 million dead. !

We must also include the genocides perpetrated by regimes that were the direct
Asian and Southeast Asian sequelae of the exported Western ideology of Marxism,
which began as a radical reaction by Marx, Engels and their adepts against the sup.
posed bourgeois perversion of Liberty by the “moderately” liberal, post-Christian
and capitalist social order of Western Europe:

* The Red Chinese regime: 35 million dead.
* The Pol Pot regime: 2 million dead.
* The North Korean regime: 1.6 million dead.

In his landmark study of the history of government-perpetrated genocide, R.J.
Rummel compiles statistics for a total of some 150 million victims of “Dekamega-
murders” and “Lesser Megamurders” in the 20t! century alone.3? Rummel’s study
is entitled “Death by Government,” but the evidence he marshals of the worst state-
sponsored atrocities in history shows that not one of them represents death by
Christian government, but rather post-Christian or atheist regimes.

In response to the massive evidence that the Age of Liberty has been an age of
death and devastation on an unprecedented scale, one inevitably receives the tire-
some counter-reference to the victims of the Inquisition. But as Erik von Kuehnelt-
Leddhin has noted: “all of the victims of the Inquisition burnt at the stake through
centuries did not amount to a tiny fraction of those cremated alive one afternoon
in Dresden, when among 204,000 killed at least two-thirds perished fully conscious
in the fiery flames...and this without inquest, without the slightest effort to
establish real or even a subjectively imputed guilt, [and] at the very end of a war.”*

The renowned Jewish intellectual Dr. David Berlinski, a self-described agnostic
who “cannot pray,” provides his own staggering enumeration of statistics on the
unparalleled death, misery and devastation of the 20" and early 215t centuries in
answer to the ludicrous contention of psychologist Steven Pincker that “something
in modernity and its cultural institutions has made us nobler”and that “compre-



